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Success Criteria

Aim
• To read Roman numerals.

• I can identify the value of the I, V, X, L, C, D and M letter symbols used in 
Roman numerals.

• I can identify how Roman numerals are combined to represent numbers.

• I can read Roman numerals.

• I can read years written in Roman numerals.
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Write the value of the underlined digit in each 4-digit number.

Remember It

18 467 20 504 32 918

54 963 13 521

60 20 000 8 

79 055
900 3000 70 000 
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Roman Numerals

In our base 10 place value 
number system, we use the 

digits 0–9. The position of the 
digits tells us about the value of 

the digits. We use zero as a 
place holder.

10 000s 1000s 100s 10s 1s

5 7 6 0 3

Hello, my name is 
Albus and I'm an 

archaeologist. I will be 
helping you to read 
Roman numerals.
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Roman Numerals

Around 2000 years ago, the Romans 
used a different number system. They 

used letter symbols that combined 
together to represent values. They did 
not use zeros or have any placeholders 

at all!

I V X L C D M
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Roman Numerals

Each letter symbol 
represents a value.

Letter Value

I 1
V 5
X 10
L 50
C 100
D 500
M 1000
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Roman Numerals

The Romans 
combined the letter 
symbols to make 
different values.

Thousands Hundreds Tens Ones

M 1000 C 100 X 10 I 1

MM 2000 CC 200 XX 20 II 2

MMM 3000 CCC 300 XXX 30 III 3

CD 400 XL 40 IV 4

D 500 L 50 V 5

DC 600 LX 60 VI 6

DCC 700 LXX 70 VII 7

DCCC 800 LXXX 80 VIII 8

CM 900 XC 90 IX 9

These are the 
letter symbol 

combinations we 
need to know to be 

able to read 
Roman numerals.

Thousands Hundreds Tens Ones

M 1000 C 100 X 10 I 1

MM 2000 CC 200 XX 20 II 2

MMM 3000 CCC 300 XXX 30 III 3

CD 400 XL 40 IV 4

D 500 L 50 V 5

DC 600 LX 60 VI 6

DCC 700 LXX 70 VII 7

DCCC 800 LXXX 80 VIII 8

CM 900 XC 90 IX 9

Can you see a pattern 
in how these numbers 
are written as Roman 

numerals?

Thousands Hundreds Tens Ones

M 1000 C 100 X 10 I 1

MM 2000 CC 200 XX 20 II 2

MMM 3000 CCC 300 XXX 30 III 3

CD 400 XL 40 IV 4

D 500 L 50 V 5

DC 600 LX 60 VI 6

DCC 700 LXX 70 VII 7

DCCC 800 LXXX 80 VIII 8

CM 900 XC 90 IX 9

The values are created using 
addition.
II = 1 + 1

XX = 10 + 10
CC = 100 + 100

MM = 1000 + 1000

Thousands Hundreds Tens Ones

M 1000 C 100 X 10 I 1

MM 2000 CC 200 XX 20 II 2

MMM 3000 CCC 300 XXX 30 III 3

CD 400 XL 40 IV 4

D 500 L 50 V 5

DC 600 LX 60 VI 6

DCC 700 LXX 70 VII 7

DCCC 800 LXXX 80 VIII 8

CM 900 XC 90 IX 9

The values are created using 
addition.

III = 1 + 1 + 1
XXX = 10 + 10 + 10

CCC = 100 + 100 + 100
MMM = 1000 + 1000 + 1000

Thousands Hundreds Tens Ones

M 1000 C 100 X 10 I 1

MM 2000 CC 200 XX 20 II 2

MMM 3000 CCC 300 XXX 30 III 3

CD 400 XL 40 IV 4

D 500 L 50 V 5

DC 600 LX 60 VI 6

DCC 700 LXX 70 VII 7

DCCC 800 LXXX 80 VIII 8

CM 900 XC 90 IX 9

Can you see a pattern 
in how these numbers 
are written as Roman 

numerals?

Thousands Hundreds Tens Ones

M 1000 C 100 X 10 I 1

MM 2000 CC 200 XX 20 II 2

MMM 3000 CCC 300 XXX 30 III 3

CD 400 XL 40 IV 4

D 500 L 50 V 5

DC 600 LX 60 VI 6

DCC 700 LXX 70 VII 7

DCCC 800 LXXX 80 VIII 8

CM 900 XC 90 IX 9

The values are created using addition, 
with the greatest value letter symbol 

written first.
VI = 5 + 1

LX = 50 + 10
DC = 500 + 100

Thousands Hundreds Tens Ones

M 1000 C 100 X 10 I 1

MM 2000 CC 200 XX 20 II 2

MMM 3000 CCC 300 XXX 30 III 3

CD 400 XL 40 IV 4

D 500 L 50 V 5

DC 600 LX 60 VI 6

DCC 700 LXX 70 VII 7

DCCC 800 LXXX 80 VIII 8

CM 900 XC 90 IX 9

The values are created using addition, 
with the greatest value letter symbol 

written first.
VII = 5 + 1 + 1

LXX = 50 + 10 + 10
DCC = 500 + 100 + 100

Thousands Hundreds Tens Ones

M 1000 C 100 X 10 I 1

MM 2000 CC 200 XX 20 II 2

MMM 3000 CCC 300 XXX 30 III 3

CD 400 XL 40 IV 4

D 500 L 50 V 5

DC 600 LX 60 VI 6

DCC 700 LXX 70 VII 7

DCCC 800 LXXX 80 VIII 8

CM 900 XC 90 IX 9

The values are created using addition, 
with the greatest value letter symbol 

written first.
VIII = 5 + 1 + 1 + 1

LXXX = 50 + 10 + 10 + 10
DCCC = 500 + 100 + 100 + 100

For the value of 4, the Romans put the 
smaller value letter symbol first, to show 
that we should subtract it from the larger 
value symbol. This rule is repeated for the 

values of 40 and 400.

IV = 5 – 1
XL = 50 - 10

CD = 500 - 100 

Thousands Hundreds Tens Ones

M 1000 C 100 X 10 I 1

MM 2000 CC 200 XX 20 II 2

MMM 3000 CCC 300 XXX 30 III 3

CD 400 XL 40 IV 4

D 500 L 50 V 5

DC 600 LX 60 VI 6

DCC 700 LXX 70 VII 7

DCCC 800 LXXX 80 VIII 8

CM 900 XC 90 IX 9

For the value of 9, the Romans put the 
smaller value letter symbol first, to show 
that we should subtract it from the larger 
value symbol. This rule is repeated for the 

values of 90 and 900.

IX = 10 – 1
XC = 100 - 10

CM = 1000 - 100 

Thousands Hundreds Tens Ones

M 1000 C 100 X 10 I 1

MM 2000 CC 200 XX 20 II 2

MMM 3000 CCC 300 XXX 30 III 3

CD 400 XL 40 IV 4

D 500 L 50 V 5

DC 600 LX 60 VI 6

DCC 700 LXX 70 VII 7

DCCC 800 LXXX 80 VIII 8

CM 900 XC 90 IX 9
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Thousands Hundreds Tens Ones

M 1000 C 100 X 10 I 1

MM 2000 CC 200 XX 20 II 2

MMM 3000 CCC 300 XXX 30 III 3

CD 400 XL 40 IV 4

D 500 L 50 V 5

DC 600 LX 60 VI 6

DCC 700 LXX 70 VII 7

DCCC 800 LXXX 80 VIII 8

CM 900 XC 90 IX 9

Roman Numerals

Now that we know 
the values of the different 

letter combinations, we can 
put them together to read 

and write any number 
up to 3999 in 

Roman numerals.

To write the number 1358, we need 
to combine the letter symbols for 

1000 + 300 + 50 + 8.

M + CCC + L + VIII

The Romans didn’t use addition 
symbols or spaces.

MCCCLVIII = 1358

To write the number 2433, we need 
to combine the letter symbols for 

2000 + 400 + 30 + 3.

MM + CD + XXX + III

The Romans didn’t use addition 
symbols or spaces.

MMCDXXXIII = 2433

The string of letters 
used in Roman numerals 

can get quite long! To read 
them successfully, we need 
to practise identifying the 
thousands, hundreds, tens 

and ones in the string 
of letters.

We read the values left to right. 

1000 + 1000 + 1000 = 3000

MMMDCXLV
3000 600

MMMDCXLV

The symbols are continuing 
to get smaller in value. 

500 + 100 = 600

Next we read the values 
10 and 50. Stop and 

think! 10 is less than 50, 
so we need to subtract.

50 – 10 = 40

MMMDCXLV
40

MMMDCXLV
5

Finally V = 5.

The Roman numeral 
reads 3645.
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Read like a Roman
It’s time to test out your knowledge!

Can you read 
each Roman 
numeral?

MCCLXXI

MDXXXIV

MMDCCCLII

MMMCMXVI

Thousands Hundreds Tens Ones

M 1000 C 100 X 10 I 1

MM 2000 CC 200 XX 20 II 2

MMM 3000 CCC 300 XXX 30 III 3

CD 400 XL 40 IV 4

D 500 L 50 V 5

DC 600 LX 60 VI 6

DCC 700 LXX 70 VII 7

DCCC 800 LXXX 80 VIII 8

CM 900 XC 90 IX 9

1271

1534

2852

3916
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Roman numerals are still used in our everyday lives.

Can you think of somewhere you have seen Roman numerals?

Roman Numerals Today

https://www.regentstudies.com


Roman Numerals Challenge

Welcome friends! Now 
that Albus has helped 
you to read Roman 
numerals, I have a 
challenge for you.

Can you read the years 
in Roman numerals of 

these famous inventions?

MCMIII MCMLXXIII

MDCCCLXXXVI MCMXXVI

1903 1973

1886 1926
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Complete the Roman Numerals Jigsaw by matching the Roman numerals 
with the correct numbers.

Roman Numerals Jigsaw
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Dive in by completing your own activity!

Diving into Mastery
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Matching Mistakes

Can you
spot the mistakes? 

Explain your 
reasoning.

3494

1340

2914

1435

1340

2513

3494

MMMCDXCIV

MCCCXL

MMDXIII

MCDXXXV

MMCMXIV

2513

1435

2914

Answer

Answer

Answer

Answer

Answer
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Success Criteria

Aim
• To read Roman numerals.

• I can identify the value of the I, V, X, L, C, D and M letter symbols used in 
Roman numerals.

• I can identify how Roman numerals are combined to represent numbers.

• I can read Roman numerals.

• I can read years written in Roman numerals.
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